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What the NSS means for Mayo
· Ballina/Castlebar, as a development hub, and with effective connections to and from gateways (Sligo, Galway and the Midlands), will occupy a strategic position between on the one side the wider hinterland of West Mayo and on the other a strengthening Galway, Sligo, Donegal axis.  

· This central position will enable Ballina/Castlebar to act as a fulcrum for regional growth drawing on national economic progress, developing its economic strength and as a result helping to energise the wider Mayo/West Roscommon area.

· The NSS establishes the national spatial context, within which it will be possible to amplify the specific developmental roles and capabilities of other urban centres in the West.

· The NSS supports rural diversification and economic development present in more rural parts of Mayo, based on tourism, fisheries, forestry, enterprise, local services and associated employment activity. Ways in which the process of diversification could be expanded to benefit areas that need to diversify economically to support the rural population will be spelled out in more detail through regional and county strategies.

· In relation to smaller villages and towns in the West, the NSS outlines measures aimed at revitalising centres that are declining in population and services such as schools etc. These measures include encouraging new housing development in such villages through a variety of local authority driven planning and development mechanisms.

· Enhanced road, rail and bus connections between centres such as Sligo, Galway Ballina/Castlebar and Athlone, coupled to effective connections from Dublin and outward connections via airports and ports, will energise potential for economic development in the West by underpinning the area’s competitiveness.
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