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What the NSS means for Louth 

· Louth’s strategic location in the Dublin/Belfast Corridor makes it critical for regional and national development 

· The designation of Dundalk as a Gateway consolidates and develops the central portion of the Dublin/Belfast Corridor  

· It underpins cross-border co-operation (particularly with Newry), and it drives economic and social development throughout the eastern part of the Border region

· As well as its importance to the Louth and East Meath areas, Drogheda is also a primary development centre in the Greater Dublin Area

· Ardee is strategically located within the national transport framework and will benefit from this location

· The NSS emphasises the importance of building upon the strong small and medium enterprise base in the border counties to extend diversification of employment. A focus here will be utilising the network of towns in Louth and strengthening their ability to provide a wide range of service functions and act as local economic engines.

· The NSS outlines a variety of mechanisms through which potential for economic development in rural areas can be achieved. A particular focus here is on sustaining rural communities including building up the structure of rural villages and their associated areas. The NSS establishes the national framework to set the scene for how this will be achieved through regional and county strategies.
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