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What the NSS means for Westmeath

· Athlone, together with Mullingar and Tullamore are proposed as a linked centre Gateway.  With effective connections to surrounding areas within a national transport framework, they will occupy a strategic position within the centre of Ireland.

· Athlone – Mullingar – Tullamore will establish the critical mass necessary to move away from the tendency towards long distance commuting to Dublin and other areas such as Galway.

· The NSS proposes the strengthening of links between Athlone, Mullingar and Tullamore based on exploiting their complementary strengths in education, healthcare, transport and industrial development for the benefit of each other and the areas they relate to.

· The NSS acknowledges the key role played by innovation and capacity for third level educational facilities in the midlands, in supporting the attractiveness of the Midlands for entrepreneurship and investment.

· The NSS establishes the national spatial context, within which the specific developmental roles and capabilities of other urban centres in Westmeath will be amplified through regional planning guidelines, which will be commenced shortly.

· In relation to smaller villages and towns in Westmeath, the NSS outlines measures aimed at revitalising areas that are declining in population terms and whose services such as schools etc are threatened. These measures include encouraging new housing development in villages and small towns through a variety of local authority driven planning and development mechanisms.

· The strategic and central location of urban centres in Westmeath particularly and the midlands generally, is recognised in the national transport framework, which in turn proposes a key role for a strong north – south link that would interconnect east-west links proposed for upgrading under the NDP 2000-2006.
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