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What the NSS means for Offaly
· To establish the scale of development, the critical mass and the success factors that drive development at the national scale, the NSS proposes that the complementary attractions of the significant midlands towns Tullamore, Mullingar and Athlone be pooled and developed in a co-ordinated way as a Gateway, building on their strategic and central location in Ireland.

· Tullamore, Athlone and Mullingar are reasonably near one another, strategically located on east-west road, rail, energy and communications links, contain complementary education and healthcare infrastructure, and individually and collectively have substantial capacity for development in services terms.

· Improved accessibility to these facilities through better transport links and information about services would enable them to be shared better and for the region to be seen as having the type of infrastructure and critical mass comparable to a larger urban centre.

· The NSS also proposes that other strong county towns in the region, such as Portlaoise, build up their economic role and strength based on the strategic position they hold on the national road and rail networks, increasing their employment base and range of social infrastructure and shopping facilities.  This would reduce their reliance on commuting to the Greater Dublin Area and also energise the surrounding more rural areas.

· NDP investments will significantly strengthen east-west linkages at the national level. By linking the Dublin-Galway, Dublin-Cork/Limerick and Dublin-Waterford roads through the midlands in a north-south manner, more direct access to surrounding cities, ports and airports would be possible that would both enhance connections between centres in the midlands and the attractiveness of such centres.

· In relation to smaller villages and towns in the Midlands undergoing a process of change due to reducing Bord Na Mona and ESB based employment, the NSS outlines measures aimed at revitalising declining centres whose services such as schools etc are threatened.  These measures include encouraging new housing development in such villages and towns through a variety of local authority driven planning and development mechanisms.

· The NSS establishes a framework within which regional and local strategies can further extend the process of diversifying and strengthening rural areas, capitalising on assets such as the inland waterway network, the Slieve Blooms and wind energy on worked out bogs, that would support expanded rural-based employment in sectors such as tourism, renewable energy, forestry and associated employment activities.

