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What the NSS means for Monaghan
· Monaghan is an important border county that will be linked to the Dublin – Belfast economic corridor and which also lies on the strategic transport corridor from Dundalk to Sligo. Monaghan town has been designated a hub to drive development within County Monaghan and to capitalise on Monaghan town’s strategic position within the overall border area.

· Monaghan as a hub will help energise the potential presented by increased cross-border co-operation, complement the role of Dundalk as a Gateway, capitalise on its midway position on the Dublin – Derry N2 route, and develop tourism/inland waterways opportunities.

· In the context of increased cross-border co-operation, Monaghan along with other places identified in the Strategy will become more of a cross-roads rather than having a peripheral position. This cross-roads position places Monaghan strategically between Dublin and Derry/Letterkenny/South Donegal in a north-south sense and Dundalk - Sligo in an east-west sense. This will enhance the attractiveness of Monaghan for economic development, particularly in terms of cross-border development.

· The NSS emphasises the importance of building upon the strong small and medium enterprise base in the central part of the border area to extend diversification of employment. A focus here will be utilising the network of towns in Monaghan and strengthening their ability to provide a wide range of service functions for their hinterland areas and act as local economic engines.

· The NSS outlines a variety of mechanisms through which potential for economic development in rural areas can be achieved. A particular focus here is on sustaining rural communities including building up the structure of rural villages and their associated areas. The NSS establishes the national framework to elaborate on how this will be achieved through regional and county strategies.

· The NSS places much emphasis on strengthening the border area generally, to balance development nationally by harnessing potential for development and building on emerging opportunities for cross-border development.
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