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What the NSS means for Kerry

· NSS recognises the key role of the Tralee and Killarney axis in the development of the Kerry region and designates them a linked hub.

· Tralee-Killarney as a linked hub, positions Kerry strongly for economic and social development in the national context, and has much potential to energise the wider county Kerry area.

· With effective connections to the Cork and Limerick gateways, Tralee-Killarney occupies a strategic position within the national spatial structure.

· Tralee as the County Town and Killarney as a major international tourist centre have complementary strengths which will continue to drive the further development of the county.

· The NSS establishes the national spatial context, the specific developmental roles and capabilities of urban centres in Kerry. 

· The NSS supports the process of rural diversification and economic development underway in the rural parts of West Kerry, Killarney etc.  This is based on tourism, fisheries and associated employment activity. County Development Boards and development plans will be important in supporting this diversification and economic development.

· In relation to smaller villages and towns in Kerry, the NSS outlines measures aimed at revitalising areas where services such as schools etc are threatened. These measures include encouraging new housing development in villages through a variety of local authority driven planning and development mechanisms.

· Improved access through enhanced road, rail, air and bus connections between Kerry’s urban centres and the gateways of Cork and Limerick/Shannon will energise economic development potential in the overall Kerry area by underpinning the area’s competitiveness.
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