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What the NSS means for Cork City and County

· The successful development of Cork as a national centre will be a key measure of the success of the NSS.

· Cork city and its wider catchment has immediate potential to be further developed because of its population base and economic strength. 

· Cork City and its wider County area have substantial existing strengths that make it a national counterpole to Dublin. A particular advantage is having in place local strategies such as the Cork Area Strategic Plan – CASP.  This will anchor Cork’s capabilities as a metropolitan, business friendly, public transport based, socially balanced and attractive centre.

· The NSS endorses CASP as the basis for guiding development in Cork and the surrounding areas and its full implementation will be an important contributory step in realising the Government’s objective for balanced regional development.

· The NSS proposes that developing the strengths of Cork City and its catchment (such as its University, Airport, Port) in co-operation with Limerick and Shannon will create a dynamic national-level economic region possessing the type of critical mass that made the Dublin area so economically successful in recent years. 

· Mallow, as a hub, will strengthen the process of interaction between the Cork and Limerick areas and energise its own extensive area in north Cork and areas to the west, located as it is between the Cork-Limerick and Tralee-Rosslare road and rail routes.

· In relation to other urban centres in Cork, the NSS establishes the national spatial context within which it will be possible to amplify their specific developmental roles and capabilities through regional planning guidelines, which will be completed in 2002.

· The NSS identifies the importance of the public transport system in achieving the potential of the Southwest.  It suggests that connecting Cork to Galway by good road and public transport links, would play a key role in enabling the strengths of this larger area to be developed to the full. It also identifies ways in which rail and bus services to other centres, such as Tralee, could be developed in terms of service frequency and speed to underpin these centres competitiveness in a national spatial context.

· The NSS establishes a framework within which regional and local strategies can further extend the process of diversifying and strengthening that is already underway in places such as Clonakilty, to more rural parts of Cork to the North, West and East, based on the food sector, tourism, fisheries and associated employment activities. 

