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Cuireann Gaillimh le Gaeilge féilte roimh an deis &r dtuairimi athabhairt i leith na Gaeilge do
“Eire 2040 — Ar bPlean. Foilsiti an dréacht-Chreata Naisitnta Pleanala”

Creidimid go bhfuil cumas ag an nGaellge agus an chultir a bhaineann lé cur le gniomhaiocht
eacnamaiochta feabhsaithe agus cruth(l fostaiochta faoi na ceannteidil “Fiontar & Fostaiocht” agus
“Caitheamh Aimsire, Fdilliocht agus Turasoireacht” ach go hairithe.

Gaillimh le Gaeilge

Is abhar broid duinn i nGaillimh le Gaeilge gur aontaigh Comhairleoiri Cathrach na Gaillimhe rin i
bhfémhar na bliana 2015 le stadas détheangach a bhronnadh ar an gcathair. La mor don Ghaeilge agus do
Ghaillimh araon nuair a d’fhdgair Uachtaran na hEireann, Micheél D. O hUiginn, Cathair na Gaillimhe mar
an chéad chathair in Eirinn le stédas datheangach oifigidil, Dé Luain, 7 Mérta 2016. Bhi an stadas seo ar
cheann de na priomhspriocanna ag Gaillimh le Gaeilge agus muid i mbun & gcuid oibre ag cur na Gaeilge
chun cinni gcathair na Gaillimhe.

Dearbhu até sa stadas speisialta seo do thodhchai na Gaeilge sa chathair agus deimhnionn sé an tabhacht
eacnamaiochta agus chultirtha até leis an teanga. Ta tionchar leaninach ag an nGaeltacht ar Chathair na
Gaillimhe, ar a féinitlacht chulttrtha agus theangeolaioch. Téann suiomh na cathrach - gar don Ghaeltacht
is mo satir — go mor chun aleasa eacnamaiochta freisin.

Ni hamhéin gur fit os cionn €136 millitn® in aghaidh na bliana an Ghaeilge do Chathair agus do Chontae
na Gaillimhe, ach cuireann si go moér leis an eispéireas cultdrtha a fhaigheann cuairteoiri ar Shli an
Atlantaigh Fhiagin mar go gcloiseann siad an teanga agus go bhfeiceann siad muintir na Gaillimhe & huséid
mar chuid da saol laethlil. T4 an Ghaeilge larnach freisin i gcotht atmaisféar beo fuinnitil na Gaillimhe
agusi gcail na cathrach mar chathair chultdrtha, agusis cinnte gur chuidigh Gsaid fhorleathan na Gaeilge sa
chathair le Gaillimh an stadas mar Phriomhchathair Chulttir na hEorpa, 2020 a bhaint amach.

Culra Ghaillimh le Gaeilge

Bunaiodh Gaillimh le Gaeilge chun a chinntitl go leanfadh an buntéiste mér geilleagrach don chathair a
ghabhann leis an nGaeilge. O bunaiodh i, ta ag éri le Gaillimh le Gaeilge infheictheacht na Gaeilge a ardu,
agus Usaid na Gaellge 0 la go la a chur chun cinn sa Chathair. T4 ag éiri le scéimeanna ar nos ‘Cairde
Ghaillimh le Gaeilge’ agus ‘Gradam Sheosaimh Ui Ogartaigh’ dul i bhfeidhm ar phobal leathan ar bhealach
cairditil oscailte.

L |sfia breis agus €136m an Ghaeilge do Chathair agus do Chontae na Gaillimhe in 2009, Buntdisti geilleagracha na
Gaellge a fheictear i gCathair na Gaillimhe agus i nGaeltacht na Gaillimhe, 2009: Bane Mullarkey Teo., i
gcomhphairtiocht le Jerome Casey & a Chomh. Teo. [Samhain 2009]




Cuireann muid inalui ar ghndlachtai na cathrach, a bhionn ag fas agus ag méadu i gcénai, go bhfuil ciall ag
baint le hiisaid na Gaeilge agus mar thoradh ar na gniomhaiochtai sin, cuirtear go mor le hinfheictheacht na
Gaeilge sa Chathair, agus bionn tionchar aige seo ar dhea-thoail i leith nateanga.

Cuireann muid seirbhis aistriichain agus tacaiocht phraiticitil ar féil chun cabhrd leis an lucht gné
comharthaiocht, paipéar ceannteidil, biachlair, suiomhanna gréasain agus srl, at4 dhétheangach a sholéthar.
Is ar infheictheacht na teanga a dhirionn muid & n-aird go priomha toisc go mbionn tionchar mor ag
timpeallacht dhétheangach fheicedlach, agus toisc gur sprioc insroichte é lenér n-acmhainni teoranta.

Tamid buioch don Roinn Cultlir, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta; priomh-mhaoinitheoiri Ghaillimh le
Gaeilge as ucht an mhaoinithe a chuireann siad ar fail didinn gach bliain trid an gCrannchur Néisitnta. Is
mor an ctnamh ddinn é chun ar geuid seirbhisi a chur ar fail do mhuintir na Gaillimhe agus le cinamh Dé
beidh ardl ag teacht ar an maoiniu sin sna blianta amach romhainn. Ta & mbuiochas tuillte chomh maith ag
Combhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe agus scéim Chairde Ghaillimh le Gaeilge i gcomhar le Cumann Tréchtda
na Gaillimhe a chuireann suim fhidntach airgid ar fail ddinn gach bliain.

Na Gaeltachtai (Limistéar Pleandla Teangafaoi Acht na Gaeltachta 2012)
afhorbairt mar cheantair uathula

Creidimid, mar shampla, n&r aithniodh go hiomlan cumas na Gaeilge agus an chulttir a bhaineann [é cur le
gniomhaiocht eacnamaiochta feabhsaithe agus crutht fostaiochta agus nar baineadh leas as san am até thart
mar gheall ar an nés ata ann déiledil leis an nGaeilge agus leis Gaeltachtai faoi cheannteidil ar leith i
ndoiciméid den chinedl seo. Ar an taobh eile den scéal ta saincheisteanna eile maidir leis an nGaeilge agus
na Gaeltachtai ar fearr déiledil leo faoi cheannteidil ar leith.

Is fit os cionn €136 millin an Ghaeilge do gheilleagar Chathair agus Chontae na Gaillimhe go bliantuil,
tacaionn si le breis agus 5,000 post agus creideann nios mé na 90% de ghnélachtai Chathair na Gaillimhe
gur gné uathuil i d’iomha agus d’fhéinitlacht chultdrtha na Gaillimhe. Is iad seo priomhthorthai staidéir a
rinneadh ar bhuntaisti geilleagracha na Gaeilge a fheictear i gCathair na Gaillimhe agus i nGaeltacht na
Gaillimhe.

On €136 millian sin, bhi tionchar geilleagrach €41 millidn ag turasoireacht a bhaineann leis an nGaeilge i
gCathair agus i gContae na Gaillimhe in 2008. Bhain €32 millitn de seo le Cathair na Gaillimhe, agus €9
milliun le Gaeltacht na Gaillimhe. Duirt breis is 91% de ghnolachtai chathair na Gaillimhe a ghlac péirt i
suirbhé don staidéar seo go raibh an Ghaeilge ‘tAbhachtach’ nd ‘an-tabhachtach’ d'fhéinitilacht chultartha
Chathair na Gaillimhe, gur sdcmhainn turastireachta i agus gné uathuil tharraingteach d'iomha na
Gaillimhe. Laistigh d’earnail na turaséireachta, is cuid thabhachtach den ghniomhaiocht gheilleagrach iad
na Colaisti Gaeilge Samhraidh i nGaeltacht na Gaillimhe. Shaothraigh siad €14 mhilliin don cheantar in
2007.

Tugann na comharthai seo le fios go bhfuil tionchar an-mhér ag an nGaeilge ar an eacnamaiocht. Thug
tuarascalacha oifigiula deireanacha le fios go bhfuil an acmhainn seo i mbaol. Tri thacaiocht oifigitil ag
leibhéal an Riatais, na hUdardis Aitidla agus eagraiochtai turasdireachta costil le ‘Féilte Ireland’,
d’fhéadfadh go gcuirfi feabhas mér ar an deis an ghniomhaiocht eacnamaiochta thuasluaite a choimead
agus a neartq.



Cinealacha Tionscadail isfeilitnai

Téan Ghaeltacht is mo satir in larthar na hEireann. Ta go leor deiseanna 6 thaobh na turasbireachta tuaithe
de ag baint leis na gceantar seo ata suite faoin tuath den chuid is mo, is féidir saoiri gniomhaiochta a
cheangal le foghlaim teanga agus gniomhaiochtai cultdrtha. T4 deis ann leas a bhaint as & nOidhreacht
Cheilteach/Ghael ach chun criocha na turasoireachta.

Cinedlacha Tionscadail:
¢ Turasbireacht Chultartha
¢ Aonaid Taighde/L érmhinitchain maidir le Teanga agus Cultdr Ceilteach/ Teanga agus Cultar
na Gaeilge
¢ Cursai Oilitina Oideachaisi dTeanga/ ceirdeanna roghnaithe agus ceol

Leagann go leor turasoiri luach ar thaithi a bhionn “difritil’ agus ‘uathtil’. Ni féidir aithris a dhéanamh aon
ait eille sa domhan ar fhairsinge na Gaeilge agus an chultlir a bhaineann |é san larthar agus i gceantar na
Gaillimhe ach go héirithe. Creidimid go bhfuil deis mhor ann fostaiocht agus maoin a chruthd mar thoradh
ar fhorbairt agus margaiocht a dhéanamh ar théirgi turasdireachta ata fréamhaithe sa Ghaeilge, i gceol,
amhranaiocht, rince srl. Tagann daonra aosach na tire seo i dteannta leis na millidin duine ar fud an
domhain a éilionn go bhfuil fréamhacha Eireannacha acu chun cuimhne léithreach mar mhargai a
d’fhéadfadh a bheith brabdsach.

Na bealai is éfeachtai ar dteanga agus ar n-oidhreacht chultdrtha uathtil a chur chun cinn.

Le blianta beaga anuas, rinneadh iarracht & dteanga agus cultdr a chuimsit i bpacaisti tionscnaimh chun
ceann scribe airithe a chur chun cinn mar tharraingt turasdireachta. Té an-deis ann &r dteanga agus &r n-
oidhreacht chultdrtha uathuil a chur chun cinn nios mé agus bainfidh cuairteoiri agus an réigiun ostala leas
as sin. Ba cheart go ndéanfadh gach aisineacht turasoireachta cur chun cinn gniomhach ar & dteanga agus
ar n-oidhreacht agus iad ag cur larthar na hEireann chun cinn. Is gné uathtil i a chabhréidh leis an réigidan
agus an tir ar fad a chur chun cinn.

Tugann teicneolaiochtai nua deiseanna nua do Ghaillimh, don réigiun agus don tir maidir le forbairt na
turasbireachta cultdrtha. T& an Ghaeilge @ muineadh ag 43 ollscoil ar fud an domhain anois.? D’fhéadfadh
go n-eascrodh deiseanna eacnamaiocha don iarthar as & naisc leis na hOllscoileanna sin.

Bearta a chaomhnddh an Ghaeilge agus a chinnteodh go leanfai ar aghaidh a hasaid

1 Rialtas nahEireann leantint ar aghaidh agus cur le hinfheistiocht chui i gceantair alabhraitear an
Ghaeilge.

2 Rialtas na hEireann an maoinit cui achur ar féil chun natreoirlinte pleandla teanga sonraithe in Acht
na Gaeltachta 2012 a chur i bhfeidhm.

3 Gach seirbhis Stait abheith ar fail do phobal na Gaeltachta tri Ghaeilge agus na seirbhisi sin a bheith
ar chomhchaighdean leis na seirbhisi a chuirtear ar fail tri Bhéarlain aiteannaeile.

4  Gach Ranna Stait tairiscint ghniomhach ar sheirbhis tri mhean na Gaeilge a chur ar féil don phobal.

5 Go ndéanfaidh na hUdaréis Aitidla aghaidneanna/comharthai siopai datheangacha a spreagadh agus
cead pleanala a dheont acu.

6 Udaréis Aititla a spreagadh chun logainmneacha Gaeilge a Uséid.

7 Moladh d’Udarais Aititla deiseanna i leith an datheangachais agus/n6 comharthai eisiacha i nGaeilge
auasmhéadl mar is cui, agusiad i mbun a gcuid gniomhaiochtai go 1éir.

8 Leantint ar aghaidh ag déanamh infheistiochtai Medin Chumarsdide agus Teicneolaiocht na Gaeilge
agus Usaid na Gaeilge a mholadh mar ghnathnos ar shuiomhanna gréasain ata lonnaithe san larthar
agusi gceantair Ghaeltachta eile ar fud natire.
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Tionscnaimh indéanta agus phraiticitla a spreagadh chun Gsaid na Gaeilge a mhéadd, a chur chun
cinn agus a éascu sa phobal .

Tacu le tionscnaimh indéanta agus phraiticidla chun an Ghaeilge agus an Datheangachas a chur chun
cinn in eagraiochtai Miondiola/Seirbhise Tréchtala/Eagraiochtai Seirbhise Gairmidla agus
Pearsanta/Séipéail/Clubanna Spoéirt agus aonain siamsaiochta.

An Ghaeilge a ‘normal(’ de réir a chéile.

Rochtain éasca a chinntiti do chirsai Gaeilge thar gach earnéil/agus praéifil aoise sa phobal.
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Gaillimh le Gaeilge welcomes the opportunity to give our viewsto “Ireland 2040 Our Plan
Draft National Planning Framework™ in relation to the Irish language and the potential of the Irish
language and its associated culture to contribute to enhanced economic activity and employment creation.

We suggest that the capacity of the Irish language and its associated culture to contribute to enhanced
economic activity and employment creation be specifically recognised under the headings “Enterprise &
Employment” and “Recreation, Leisure and Tourism” in particular.

Gaillimh le Gaeilge

It is a source of pride for usin Gaillimh le Gaeilge that Galway City Councillors agreed to a motion in the
Autumn of 2015 to bestow Bilingual Status on Galway City. A great day for both the Irish language and for
Galway City when Uachtaran na hEireann, Miched D. O hUiginn, officiated at a ceremony in Galway
City Council on Monday, 7th March 2016 to celebrate ‘Cathair na Gaillimhe/The City of Galway’ as a
Bilingual City. This status was one of Gaillimh le Gaeilge’s main aims in our work promoting the Irish
language in Galway City.

Bilingual status for Galway has been a primary aim of Gaillimh le Gaeilge as we strive to promote the Irish
language in the city.

Bilingual status will future proof the Irish language in the City and it validates the economic and cultural
impact of the language. For Galway City, the Gaeltacht has had an ongoing effect on its cultural and
linguistic identity. It also benefits economically from its location near the largest Gaeltacht in the country.

Worth over €136 million® annually to Galway City and County, Irish also offers visitors to the Wild
Atlantic Way a unique opportunity to hear and engage with the language as used by Galwegians in their
daily lives. The Irish language also plays an important role in creating Galway’s vibrant atmosphere and
reputation as a city of culture and the widespread use of ‘an Ghaeilge’ has helped to earn her place on the
shortlist for the European City of Culture 2020.

Gaillimh le Gaeilge — Background

Gaillimh le Gaeilge was established in 1987 with the aim of promoting the Irish language, particularly as
an economic resource, in the Galway area. We work in association with Galway City Council, Galway
Chamber of Commerce and other groups to develop Galway’s unique Irish image and promote Galway city
asthe Bilingual Capital of Ireland.

3 Thelrish language is worth in excess of €136 million annually to the economy of Galway City and County; Buntaisti
geilleagracha na Gaeilge a fheictear i gCathair na Gaillimhe agus i nGaeltacht na Gaillimhe, 2009: Bane Mullarkey
Teo., i gcomhphéirtiocht le Jerome Casey & a Chomh. Teo.




We offer consultation, practical advice and a hands-on help to companies wishing to use the Irish language
in any aspect of their business, particularly as a tool for innovation and marketing. We run a ‘Cairde’
scheme, an annua business award, and we initiate bilingual projects, which are developed over time in
association with other groups in Galway city. Constant contact is maintained with our clients through a
varied networking and social programme, which includes a monthly newsletter, business lunches, and
social events.

The development of the Gaeltacht as a unique ar ea [Language Planning areas under The Gagltacht Act 2012)

We believe that the potential of the Irish language and its associated culture to contribute to enhanced
economic activity and employment creation has not been fully recognised or exploited in the past because
of the practice of dealing with the Irish language and the Gaeltacht under separate headings. We suggest
that the capacity of the Irish language and its associated culture to contribute to enhanced economic activity
and employment creation be specifically recognised under the headings “Enterprise & Employment” and
“Recreation, Leisure and Tourism” in particular.

The Irish language is worth in excess of €136 million annually to the economy of Galway City and County;
supports over 5,000 jobs and more than 90% of Galway City businesses believe that it is a unique selling
point for Galway’s image and cultural identity. These are the key findings of a study into the economic
benefits associated with the Irish language which accrue to Galway City and to the Galway Gaeltacht. The
study was published on the 27th November 2009 by Gaillimh le Gaeilge.

Of the total of €136 million, tourism associated with the Irish language in Galway City and County showed
an economic impact of €41 million in 2008, with €32 million of this going to Galway City and €9 million
to the Galway Gagltacht. More than 91% of Galway city businesses surveyed as part of this study, felt that
the Irish language was ‘important’ or ‘very important’ to Galway City’s cultural identity, that it is a tourism
asset and that it is a unique selling point in terms of Galway’s image. Within the tourism sector, the Galway
Gaeltacht Coléisti Gaeilge Samhraidh represent an important economic activity and they generated €14
million in revenue for the local areain 2007.

Recent official reports have indicated that the future of this resource is under severe threat. Official support
at Government and Loca Authority level could greatly improve the chances of retaining and strengthening
the aforementioned economic activity.

Project typesthat are most suitable

The Ireland West Region contains the largest Gaeltacht in the country. These predominantly rural areas
offer much potential within the scope of rural tourism, where activity holidays can be combined with
language learning and cultural activities*

There is an opportunity to exploit our Celtic/Irish Heritage for tourism purposes.

Project Types:
¢ Cultura Tourism
¢ Research/Interpretation units regarding Celtic/Irish language and Culture
¢ Education Training Courses in Language/ selected crafts and music

Many tourists value experiences that are ‘different’ and ‘unique’. The prevalence of the Irish language and
its associated culture in the West Region and in the Galway area in particular is something that cannot be
replicated anywhere elsein the world.

4 Gaillimh — Croflar an Chulttir Ghaglaigh Cheiltigh/Galway - The Hub of Irish Celtic Culture



We believe that there is considerable scope for employment and wealth creation in the development and
marketing of tourism products rooted in the Irish language, music, song, dance etc. The adult population of
this country together with the millions of people worldwide who claim Irish roots immediately come to
mind as potentially lucrative markets.

Promoting the unique language and culturein the best way possible

In recent years, some effort has been made to include our language and culture in promotional packages to
sell a particular destination as a tourist attraction. There is great opportunity to promote our unique
language and cultural heritage more which will be of benefit to the visitor and the host region. Our Irish
language and heritage should be actively promoted by all tourism agencies in their promotion of the West.
It isaunique selling point.

The new technologies afford Galway, the region and the country new opportunities in the development of
cultural tourism. 43 universities worldwide now teach Irish.> Our links with these Universities could yield
economic opportunities in the west.

What measureswould preserve and ensure the continued use of the Irish Language?

1 Thelrish Government to continue with and increase their investment in Irish speaking areas.

2 The Irish Government to provide the necessary funding to implement the language planning
guidelines as outlined in Acht na Gaeltachta 2012.

3 Every service provided to the Gaeltacht community should be available in Irish and those services
should be of the same standard as the English services provided elsewhere.

4 The provision of an active offer of service through the medium of Irish to customers by every

Governmental department.

Have Local Authorities encourage bilingual shop fronts/signage when granting planning.

Have Local Authorities promote Irish language Placenames.

7 Loca Authorities to maximize bilingual opportunities and/or exclusive signage in lrish as
appropriate, in all their activities.

8 The Irish Government to continue to invest and increase their funding in Irish language media and
technology.

9 Promote achievable and practical initiatives to encourage and facilitate the greater use of Irishin the
community in abilingual context.

10 Support achievable and practical initiatives to promote the Irish language and bilingualism in Retail
and Commercial service organisations/Professional and Personal Service
Organisation/Churches/Sports Clubs and Entertainment entities.

11 Promote Gradual Normalisation of the Irish language.

12 Ensure easy access to Irish language courses across all sectors/and age profilesin the community.

o Ol
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AGUISIN

Na Coisti agus an Fhoireann

Ta tridr fostaithe go lanaimseartha ag Gaillimh le Gaeilge faoi lathair agus is € an Bord, le deichnitir
Stidrthdiri aleagann amach an polasai. Ta Gaillimh le Gaellge & mhaoiniti faoi 1&thair ag An Roinn Cultdiir,
Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta, ag Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe agus trid an scéim Cairde i gcomhar le
Cumann Tréchtala na Gaillimhe. T Gaillimh le Gaeilge claraithe mar chuideachta theoranta le stédas
carthanachta agus da bhri sin mar chuideachta nach do bhrabus .

An Bord Stitrtha:

Bernadette Mullarkey (Cathaoirleach)

lognéid O Muircheartaigh

Sean Stewart
Aindrit D’Arcy

Méire Mhic Aodha
Padraic O Réighne
Caitlin Nic an Ultaigh

Barry O’Sullivan
Isbéal Nic Aoidh
Padraig O Beaglaoich

An Coiste L ogainmneacha:
Helen Coleman, (Cathaoirleach)
An Comhairleoir Dénal Lyons
Dr Nollaig O Muréile

Pat Sweeney

Matt Cunningham

Tom Costello

Mary Flynn

Dr Jim Higgins

Brid Ni Chonghaile

An Fhoireann
Ardfheidhmeannach
Bainisteoir Tograi
Riarthéir Oifige

Stidrthdir, Bane Mullarkey

Uachtaran/President Emeritus,

Ollscoil na hEireann, Gaillimh.

Stidrthdir, Stewart.

lar-Cheannasai Forbartha,

Instititid Teicneolaiochta na Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo.

Rinn Mhile Thiar, Oran Mér, Co. na Gaillimhe.
Feidhmeannach Margaiochta, TG4

Ceannasai Bainistiochta, Acadamh na hOllscolaiochta
Gaeilge, Ollscoil na hEireann, Gaillimh.

Priomhfhei dhmeannach Altocloud

MUinteoir Gaeilge, Coléiste Paitrioch Naomh Sheosaimh
lar-Phriomhoifigeach san Roinn Culttir, Oidhreachta agus
Gaeltachta

Pleandlai Sinsearach, Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe
Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe

Roinn na Gaeilge, Ollscoil na hEireann, Gaillimh

An Post

Bord Soléthair an Leictreachais

lar-Chomhairleoir, Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe
lonadai don Phobal i gcoitinne

Oifigeach Oidhreachta, Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe
Gaillimh le Gaeilge

Brid Ni Chonghaile
Geardidin Hynes

Michedl O Ceallaigh

Tuilleadh eolais: Brid Ni Chonghaile, Gaillimh le Gaeilge, Teach Ui Chiaruain, Sréaid
Thaobar an larla, Gaillimh. Fon: +353 (91) 568876, Facs. +353 (91) 568836,

eolas@qleg.ie www.gleg.ie
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