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9 NOVEMBER 2018
RE: DRAFT NATIONAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK 2040 RESPONSE

To Whom it Concerns:

Following our extensive review and consideration of the Ireland 2040 - Our plan — Draft National
Planning Framework (“NPF2040”), Galway Chamber is submitting this response. While the objectives
of the National Planning Framework are most welcome and badly needed, we believe that many of
the Galway specific initiatives contained in the NPF2040 are already in place, there is nothing new for
Galway and there is no creation or sense of a step-change for the future development of both Galway
City and County. It is our view that the NPF2040, as currently drafted, does not meet the ambition
and aspirations of the people of Galway and the West of Ireland.

Our collected vision is to make Galway the model in Ireland, fuelled by the energy, drive, culture and
diversity of the people of Galway, for inclusive innovation and economic growth. Our goals are to:

e Promote and grow quality jobs for all;
e Cultivate dynamic, resilient communities across the county of Galway; and

e Improve quality of life for all.

When considering the issues raised in this letter, it is extremely important to note that the concerns
contained within this response are reflective of the wider community in both the City and County of
Galway.

On Friday, October 20", Galway Chamber organised a meeting and workshop to discuss the Draft
National Planning Framework, which was hosted by the Whittaker Institute in NUI Galway. This
meeting was attended by individuals from varying sectors of the business society and academia
including The Western Development Commission, IDA, NUI Galway, Galway Chamber of Commerce,
Galway Port, Shannon Airport, local architects, etc. This meeting noted significant shortcomings within
the Draft National Planning Framework in relation to Galway and the West of Ireland.

The most significant outcome from this meeting was in relation to Connectivity — this is the key issue
for the West of Ireland because without it, no other initiative will have any significant impact for the
future economic growth of the region. It is also acknowledged that post-Brexit, the West of Ireland
will be the remotest part of Europe and this needs to be considered and provided for within the
completion of the NPF. In relation to Connectivity for Galway and the West of Ireland, this is inclusive
of broadband, road, rail, port and airports.
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The meeting also concluded that Galway has been totally overlooked in relation to strategic initiatives
to propel the economy in the West of Ireland and called for the inclusion of (i) a Galway Development
Authority, with responsibility for driving innovation and growth, and (ii) the development of a Master
Plan for Galway City and its environs within the revised National Planning framework.

From reading and digesting the content of the Draft Ireland 2040 — Our Plan we have unfortunately
reached the conclusion that Galway has not been treated in equal measure to the other identified
cities in the Plan, particularly Dublin, Limerick and Cork and this failure in equitable treatment by our
Government will result in the Galway of the future being a 2" tier city lagging behind our colleagues
in the East and South. This will result in an imbalanced Ireland and will further extenuate the
movement of people out of both local communities and out of Ireland.

We take umbrage to the reference on page 58 to Galway being located at the point on the Atlantic
Economic Corridor from where the influence of Ireland’s southern Atlantic cities (Cork and Limerick)
extend northwards. This is a mis-informed and inaccurate statement. There has been an extremely
active Atlantic Economic Corridor (“AEC”) in operation for the last number of years stretching from
Shannon to Sligo, with Galway being at the centre, not at the northern fringe, and continuing to be
one of the driving forces behind the AEC. The future growth of Galway City is of critical strategic
importance to the future success of the West and North West.

To suggest that this well-established AEC is influenced from the south is incongruous to all those who
have been actively involved in the creation and development of the AEC in the West of Ireland. As you
are probably aware, this AEC has been involved in the co-development of policy with the Department
of Enterprise.

Now is the time to address the future economic growth and development for ALL parts of Ireland. If
no action is taken to address the current level of imbalance and inequality of treatment for Galway,
then the future people and Governments of Ireland will have to address and deal with the inadequate
development of the NPF process which has taken place over these last 12 months, a legacy which no
one wants to be part of.

We are totally opposed to the lack of strategic initiatives for Galway based on the high-level objectives
of the 2040 Plan as set out on page 27 of the draft document, some of which are as follows:

1. A fair society with strong social cohesion and converging living standards throughout the
country, in which all individuals, businesses, communities and regions have the opportunity
to prosper;

2. A creative, innovative and culturally attuned saociety, whose people, businesses and
communities are equipped to further our national economic output and artistic endeavour;

3. Significant improvement in local and international connectivity that underpins the
competitiveness and quality of life of our people, businesses, communities and regions; and

4. A collaborative society in which our cities, towns, counties and regions engage in new
partnerships that benefit people, communities and businesses, both locally and
internationally.

In the context of these all-Ireland objectives, based on the Ireland 2040 NPF draft document, there is
no evidence of Galway being an integral part of the realisation and delivery of the Ireland 2040 Vision.

To support our views, we attach 3 appendices to this letter, which are as follows:

e Appendix 1: Comparison of the Growth Enablers for top 4 cities, as included in the Draft 2040
Plan



e Appendix 2: Comparison of the Galway Chamber submission with the draft Ireland 2040 plan
e Appendix 3: Comparison of the Hierarchy of Settlements and Related Infrastructure as included
in the draft Ireland 2040 plan with the current and future position in Galway

As you will see from the appendices, it is regretful reading for Galway and the West of Ireland. Whilst
there are similar strategies for Housing and Utilities contained with the 2040 Plan for all cities, there
are only minor strategic and transport initiatives for Galway compared with significant initiatives for
the other cities. This begs the following questions which we would like answered:

e Why is there no innovation park planned for Galway as there is for Cork?

e Why is there no reference to the Port in Galway while there are Port references for Dublin, Cork
and Limerick?

e Why is there no ambition for Galway as there is for Limerick in relation to the extension of the city
centre?

e Why is an ambitious vision required for Cork, but none for Galway?

e Why is there no plan for Galway to improve traffic flow around the city?

e Why has the issue of regional connectivity, both road and rail, been ignored for Galway, in
comparison to specific/detailed references for both Cork and Limerick?

® Why is there no mention of the establishment of a Galway Development authority, which would
have responsibility for the development of a master plan for the Central Business District?

e Why is there no mention of any strategic supports for the tourism industry, which is a key element
of the economy in the west?

Included within the Draft 2040 Plan on page 77, there is a diagram entitled ‘Hierarchy of Settlements
and Reloted Infrastructure’ which sets out the infrastructure which is expected to be in place for towns
of various sizes and cities. Having read the Draft 2040 Plan, we have not been able to find any
reference to many of the significant elements of infrastructure which have been identified as
necessary for a city the size of Galway. We now request that the final version of the NPF2040 includes
plans to address the following significant elements of infrastructure which are currently missing from
the plan in respect of Galway:

e Acute hospital

e Conference and Concert Arena

e Power Generation

e« High Court, Prison, Forensic Science
e Tourism Signature Projects

e Strategic Development Zones

e Ports & Airports

¢ Key Transport Nodes

Based on the above, the Draft 2040 Plan has totally missed the opportunity to provide Galway with
the necessary infrastructure to ensure its continued growth and economic sustainability into the
future. The devastating consequence of these initiatives not being included in the Plan is that there
will be no provision for any significant infrastructure projects for Galway in the New 10-year National
Investment Plan. Therefore, no new Government capital spend will be allocated to Galway until 2030
at the earliest. We cannot afford to wait for this next phase of spending.

Call for Action



While we welcome the inclusion of the specific initiatives to complete the Galway City Ring Road (a
most vital piece of infrastructure for Galway) and the Galway East main drainage waste water
treatment plant, we believe that there is now an opportunity to reshape the draft 2040 NPF to have a
truly National and inclusive plan for a successful Island of Ireland by 2040. To achieve this, the lack of
strategic infrastructure initiatives for Galway must be redressed before the final 2040 Plan is
produced/published.

We accept that it will not be possible to include all potential infrastructure projects in the Final Plan
for Galway, therefore, we ask that, at a minimum, the foliowing 4 key elements of infrastructure be
provided for:

1. Connectivity = this is the key issue for the West of Ireland and is inclusive of broadband, road,
rail, port and airports and without these components, no other initiative will have any significant
impact for the future economic growth of the region. As previously stated, post-Brexit, the West
of Ireland will be the remotest part of Europe. In the short to medium term, the expansion of the
Port of Galway will allow for the re-urbanisation of the city’s quays, as set out in the National
Ports Policy 2013. The Port relocation to a deep-water facility is intrinsic to the development of
tourism and commerce and must be included in the NPF.

2. Spatial Planning: Establishment of a Galway Development Authority, with responsibility for
driving innovation and growth, and the development of a Master Plan for Galway City and its
environs.

3. Health and Well Being: A new acute hospital to service Galway and the region, incorporating a
medical campus to support greater integration between Higher Education Institutions, medical
devices companies, technology providers, pharmaceutical companies and the health service.

4. Innovation and Growth: Establishment of a city centre innovation district linking Higher Education
Institutions, marine, technology, creative industries and medtech accelerators, additionally
linked to innovation hubs within the county and region.

To aid you in your consideration of the key elements for Galway for inclusion in the 2040 Plan, we
attach a copy of the Galway Chamber ‘Galway 2040 Towards a Shared Future’ document which was
published and launched in Galway in April 2017. The purpose of this document is to challenge the
imagination, fuel discussion and inspire Galway’s citizens to support and take ownership of the future
development of Galway. We hope that it also inspires you, the decision makers.

We also include at Appendix 4 a list of other key strategic initiatives which the meeting on October
20" concluded should be considered for inclusion within the final NPF.

We would welcome an opportunity to discuss with you the key points above, which are supported by
the wider business and community groups within Galway City and County.

We look forward to the receipt of a positive response and the inclusion of the key strategic
infrastructure requests for Galway in the revised 2040 Plan.

President
Galway Chamber
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